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papers joined this league, even the conservative, including
Novoye Vremya. In this connection it is interesting to note
that later on, when the revolution was crushed, Novoye
Vremya, forgetting its past behaviour, was the first to accuse
the Government of weakness and the press of demoraliza-
tion.
On October 19, 1905, if I remember rightly, I had a con-
ference with the representatives of the press. The chief
spokesman of the delegation was the editor of Birzheviya
Viedomosti, a Jew by the name of Propper. He spoke very
boldly and with that arrogance which is characteristic of
a certain type of educated Russian Jew* The tenor of his
speech was to the effect that the press had no confidence in
the Government. He demanded that the troops be removed
from the capital and that the preservation of order in the
city be entrusted to the municipal militia. He also de-
manded complete freedom of the press, universal amnesty,
and the dismissal of General Trepov. That this man, who
used to spend long hours in the ante-chambers of influential
persons, in an effort to obtain a government advertisement
or some other privilege for his sheet, that this man should
speak to me, the head of the Government, in such a tone
was sufficient proof that Russia was possessed by a peculiar
sort of dementia. No, I could not lean upon the press in
my effort to placate the country.
The newspapers informed the public of the many unions
which had been organized throughout the country and co-
ordinated by a central union of unions. About the proceed-
ings of some of these organizations, for instance about the
Academic Union, the papers gave extensive reports, but
regarding the rest they limited themselves to stating that
such and such a union had held a meeting somewhere and
had taken important measures. Besides these bodies, there
was, of course, the Union of Zemstvo and Town Delegates,
with its permanent bureau, which played an important role.